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Reader input sought for
2009 Westside magazine

In February, The Riverside Reader will publish its sec-
ond annual edition of We Are the Westside. If you have
not picked up your free copy of our 64-page magazine,
we encourage you to come by our office or look for it on
newsstands throughout the westside.

When the second edition of We Are the Westside is
published, our emphasis will be on the men and
women who helped shaped the Westside from 1929
until the present time. We have chosen this time frame
because 1929 marks the year of the stock market crash
that helped bring on the Great Depression and because
most of our readers, particularly our older readers, can
add to this debate since the people we re spotlighting
were influential during their lifetime. We are looking
for men and women who ve had the most influence on
the westside in a wide variety of fields: business, resi-
dential development, commercial and industrial devel-
opment, politics, agriculture, community service, civil
rights, education and religion.

Currently, plans are to profile about 50 people that
have been major players in the development of
Iberville, West Baton Rouge and Pointe Coupee parish-
es in any of the areas outlined above. This number
could change based on the feedback we receive.

We are soliciting input from you, our readers. From
now until Dec. 15, we are asking you to take a little time
and write down the names of the men and women who
you believe have had the most impact on the westside
over the last 70 years. And when you write down those
names, please include a little background info on each
and a statement as to why you believe that person
deserves to be one of the westsiders we profile.

Plaquemine historian Tony Fama has offered the fol-
lowing business leader for our consideration:

There is no doubt in my mind that Victor Jacob
Kurzweg was the most powerful business man of his
era. | am talking about the thirties, the forties and the
fifties.. He was also involved with the Sherburnes
which is also in my book. | went to school with his son
and we still correspond. You read my chapter on page
233 of Plaquemine: A Long, Long Time Ago and the
article is only a tip of the ice berg of who he was. He
started the Consolidated Company with over 40
branches. | was told he was on the Board of Directors of
the Texas and Pacific Railroad Co. and when they
would have a board meeting that they would send a
private pullman car just for him. Check this out. | am
sure you can check many things about him.

What individuals do you believe have done the most
to shape the Westside over the past 70 years? Please
email us at: johnmichael@riversidereader.com.

By JOHN MICHAEL LOCKHART

The clock is ticking fast for Michael
Sandlin, the owner of Tiger Truck Stop
in Grosse Tete. For more than two
decades, live tigers have been exhibit-
ed at his truck stop but that could all
come to an end within the next two
weeks.

Two weeks ago, Sandlin received a
certified letter from Robert J. Barham,
secretary of the La. Dept. of Wildlife
and Fisheries ordering the removal of
an 8-year-old Bengal tiger that has
been on exhibit at the truck stop since
his birth.

The tiger presently located on the
premises of Tiger Truck Stop must be
legally removed from the premises to
a Department-approved facility or
out-of-state within 30 days from the
date of this notification, said Barham
in the letter that was dated Nov. 17.

If the state succeeds, the cage at
Sandlin s truck stop will sit empty for
the first time since it was built more
than 20 years ago.

A native of Oklahoma City who
moved to Houston at age five, Sandlin
grew up in the truck stop industry.

My father had several truck stops in
Texas and he had two truck stops that
displayed tigers, Sandlin recalls.

At his peak, Sandlin says his father,
Wendell Sandlin, owned six truck
stops in Texas and one in Arizona.

The controversy around exhibiting
live tigers is nothing new for the fami-
ly. About a year before Michael
Sandlin purchased his truck stop in
Grosse Tete in December 1987, the City
of Houston shut down his father s
tiger exhibit at a truck stop he owned
in that city.

From the time the City of Houston
closed his tiger exhibit until Michael
purchased his truck stop in Grosse
Tete, the two young tigers lived at
Wendell Sandlins home in another
Texas county. Michael Sandlin built a

cat fight

cage for his father s cats and moved
them to his recently-purchased truck
stop in early 1988.

We ve had several brushes with ani-
mal rights activists over the years. We
were on the Top 10 list with PETA at
one time.

I understand both sides of the issue.
But you have to weigh whether these
animals are going to be better off at a
zoo, a circus, a refuge or a place
they ve known as home since they
were born. You have to weigh it
against the enjoyment they bring to
people, says Sandlin.

Sandlin says he agrees that his tigers
should be regulated and agrees that
the public must be protected, adding
that hes never had a bad incident
since he first began displaying the
tigers.

At the end of October, an online peti-
tion aimed at getting Tony removed
from his cage appeared on the inter-
net. Orchestrated by Sky Williamson, a
Florida woman who says she first saw
Tony on Jan. 31 of this year, the peti-
tion had garnered 1076 online signa-
tures from around the world at press
time last Wednesday.

Williamson s petition, which is aimed
at Iberville Parish and La. Dept. of
Wildlife and Fisheries officials,
includes a letter to Maria Davidson,
large carnivore program manager for
Wildlife and Fisheries, which reads, in
part:

The last time we spoke on the phone
(10-30-08) you said that it's going to
take more than the parish, that it s up
to the people. Please find enclosed
what the people have to say about
Tony an endangered tiger living at the
Tiger Truck Stop. Most people just
want what is best for the tiger and |
think that is why so many people have
tried so hard to end the tigers being at
the truck stop. | hope that you take the
time to review the comments that peo-
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Above: Michael Sandlin is shown feeding
one of the 13 cubs that have been born in
captivity at Tiger Truck Stop over the years.
Sandlin has been ordered to close the
tiger exhibit at his truck stop.

ple have written.

Tony s case has again caught the
attention of PETA, which has long
advocated for the truck stop to close its
tiger exhibit. Last Tuesday morning,
the animal rights group updated its
online blog to include the most recent
developments in the Tiger Truck Stop
case. Writing on behalf of PETA, ani-
mal rights activist Jennifer Cierlitsky,
wrote, in part, Roadside exhibits and
novelty displays are worlds away
from suitable habitats for exotic ani-
mals. Not only are these frustrated ani-
mals dangerous, but they quickly
become stir-crazy and display stereo-
typical behaviors within their
cramped pens. Hopefully, now, with
the state stepping in, the Tiger Truck
Stop has exploited its last animal and
Tony is off to a great life.

Sandlin contends that Tony is well
cared for and notes that the tiger had
been checked by a veterinarian just
five days before he received the letter
from the state and the vet had
described Tony as being in excellent
condition.

With time running out, Sandlin says
his next step may be filing suit to stop
the state from removing Tony. He says
he has retained an attorney and has
begun his own petition drive to help
keep his tiger in the only environment
it s ever known.
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