
F a r m e r
H a r r i s
knew his
farm pret-
ty well.

Not far inland from the
coast of England, it had
been in the family for a cou-
ple of generations, and he
was quite proud of the way
it was run.  Something that
had always intrigued him,
however, was the barn.  He
didn�t build it, and neither
did his father.  It was a good
sturdy barn that held his
cows, machinery and a
horse.  Of course, in the
1860’s there wasn�t a lot of
machinery as yet, but what
there was, Farmer Harris
had, and he took good care
of it.  

But the thing that had fas-
cinated him about his barn
since he was a child was the
way it was built - especially
the roof. Part of the roof
curved up and in, just like
the bow of a ship.  It really
didn�t take an architect to

see it.  It was pretty clear.  It
looked like a ship.  A neigh-
bor told him that years ago,
when finished, treated lum-
ber was hard to come by,
farmers in the Buckingham
region of England often
bought used wood, from
ships that were being torn
down or destroyed, to build
barns and sometimes hous-
es.  

Made sense, since the lum-
ber was good, strong, cured
wood, from the finest forests
of England and other parts
of Europe.  And since it was
considered nearly scrap, it
was reasonably cheap.  And
one big hefty ceiling timber
in Farmer Harris�s barn had
a carving on it, which was
obviously a marking of the
ship builder.  And he knew
one more thing. He knew
from his own farm records
that the barn had been built
by Mr. William Russell
about 300 years before.  

Farmer Harris wondered
about his barn for many

years, until he made a trip to
London on business.  That�s
when he decided to take a
little extra time and check
some old records - ship
builders records - and see if
he could identify the mark-
ings on his barn ceiling.
With a little help from the
staff at the department of
records it only took an hour
or so. And sure enough,
they not only identified the
builder, but the name of the
ship too.  They even found a
notation by the builder
describing in detail the very
timber now holding up the
roof of Farmer Harris�s
barn. 

Now, could he find the
ships logs?  Yep!  They were
there too.  It was a good ship
- a cargo ship.  It spent most
of its life running cargo
between England and
France, with several trips to
Holland, Spain, Portugal,
even Italy.  It was in service
for many years before it was
carved up for scrap.  

And you may be wonder-
ing why I even bring this
up, this barn made from a
ship nearly 400 years ago
now.  I�ll tell you why!  It�s
because this ship had a lot to
do with you and me.  You
see, it did spend most of its
life running cargo in
Europe, but it also made one
other trip - one that made
history.  You see, It�s a Little
Known Fact that Harris�s old
barn was made from the
timbers of... the Mayflower!
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